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That the leadership of a national movement on behalf of a Catholic
peasantry should have fallen to a Protestant, a landlord, and a
complete disbeliever in democracy was odd enough ; but it waa no
less extraordinary that such a movement should be carried to the
verge of success by a leader of intellectual limitations so marked,
Notwithstanding their frequent contacts* Asquith never heard him
" say a good thing." He was densely superstitious, refusing to enter a
room in which three candles were burning. He astounded Mr, Glad-
stone by his ignorance of the rudiments (inter alia) of Irish history.
Indeed, beyond the elements of metalltirgy, there was very little
he knew at all. Asquith, during his association with Parnell, suffered
comparatively little from the " glacial reserve " which at once froze
and fascinated the great man's followers, but was fond of recalling
incidents and stories of which it was the theme. The following
episode recorded by Mr. Barry O'Brien is an example; In 1883
£40,000 -fras collected for the Irish Leader. A Mayor, who was to
make the presentation to the Chief, visibly itched to accompany it
with a few words of encomium. Parnell cut him short with two
questions : " I think you have a cheque for me ? " " Is it drawn to
order and crossed ? " And after receiving satisfactory assurances on
these points, firmly closed the interview. Asquith himself was
present on the occasion when Parnell first entered the House after
his vindication and the whole Liberal Party in the Commons, from
its octogenarian leader down, remained standing in token of their
respect for him, and witnessed the complete disregard with which
Parnell treated this unexampled demonstration. His followers seem
to have relished rather than resented the studied want of con-
sideration with which he treated them on almost aU occasions. So
stark an inhumanity stamped its possessor, like the Aristotelean
man who loved solitude, as a god or a beast, His fine presence and
carriage, together with his unbroken record of practical success,
inclined them to the first alternative, and their submission and
homage followed.
In a memorandum written a few days after ParneU's death
(October 1891) Asquith says :
" We talked of his character, Mr, G. is all for forgetting the last ten
months, and ranks him with Grattan and O'Conneli M," (John Morley)
" thinks this estimate too high: something mesquin in his character.
I on the contrary contended that, looking at him as a force in the world,
it was too low: that judging by the results clearly traceable to one man's
initiative, by the dead-heave given, he was one of the three or four men
of the century. M. was inclined to agree* We agreed that hr

